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3, £60, or £80 out of each, is, according to sister, a remarkable proof of his strength of I, and also of his power of fascination. The rment generally took the form of a hill payable some distant period—a form of receiving money fell does not seem very satisfying; but at any ; Balzac could prove to his family that he was [ling something, and was himself cheered by small successes. We can imagine his feverish lety, and the cunning with which he would rt every wile to induce the publisher—himself truggling man—to accept his wares, when he :w that a refusal would mean mingled scoffs and tentations at home, and possibly a menace that much longer leisure would be allowed him for ng. There is pathos in the fate of one whose LUIS is unrecognised till his day on earth is over, : far harder seems the lot of the man who longs 1 struggles, feeling that the power is in him, and
0 yet, by some strange gulf between thought and session, can only produce what he knows to be rthless.    It speaks much for Balzac's courage, ;ience,  and   determination,   or  perhaps  for  the uitive   force  of a  genius which  refused to be lied outlet, that he struggled through this weary le, and in spite of opposition kept to his fixed rpose of becoming a writer.
Phese early works—" L'Heritiere de Birague," ean-Louis," " Le Centenaire," " Le Vicaire des •demies," " La Derniere Fee," " VVann Chlore,"
1   others,   published   in   1822   and   the   threey,rresistible ascendency of mindtent, except for occasional comment,ways makes for him; and thismily, were observed, by the fiction that the midst of suspense—He goes to Rome—Comes back better in health and spirits—et La Cousine Bette " and " Le Cousin Pons"—Balzac goes to Wiesbaden—Marriage of Comtesse Anna and Comte Georges Mniszech—Balzac and Madame Hanska secretly engaged—Parisian gossip . . 273
